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" PROPHECIERS: 


B which 
Riot Fonken the Weaver, James Hunt the "CITE 
M. Greene the Feltmaker , and all other the like 
bold Prophecters and Sebi Leaders may be 
bridled and kept within their - 


. ownibcaten way, . . 4 
WS 0390 Ob WA the: eo os 2 
| - Sacred Und Seledie worke. of the Miniſtery bee”. 
;xeſerved to men, whom education firs ; Gud 


cals, and 260d order in our Chanch 
. prefers thereunto, . 


| Amatter very confalerable in thoſe tne times! 
'Þ Doe mu gather grapes of thords,; or figs of rbiftles ? Math.7.16. 
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rey! the Leajous Br miſled followers 


of Preachersin Corners, 


Fe En oliſh Proverb ayes, None is more 
k 7 bold a blind Baiard ; and the compari. 
v8. We: Jon holds well, ; Making: Zeal joyned with igno- 
as WP) race like” ro metele m1 a bland Horſe, which 
IT Res "renders Fm miſchievous, r rather then uſefull. 
The Phariſees aid: they fa, butwere indeed blmmd Lea« 
ders of the bBnde fill Bott: fell into'the ditch; and God fired 
leruſal@ayfor their miſled Zeal. | Beware of following 
their like. 4s of old, ſo in theſe latter days , there are falſe 
Prophets: faith Saint Paul, T heyr metbads and ſleightsare 
fubtile to deceive. you, their skill very ſhekow and meane to 
informe you. The wiſeman hath his eyes in his head, 
and feeth this. And if you will not put your garment tos 
Botcher ;ii6r tyaſtyanr ſick hodie t6 be cured bya'Quack- 
ſalver; ll you Jubmit your ſouls guidance ta them , whom 
your itchin 1g eares, and flf will, and blinde humour affe is? 
A Prephec or fonne of a Prophet 1 Tauld have more t ſay: 
but the glaſs: following e,if 70u bave eles to ſue , may give 
Jon a ſight of your Leaders defets, and Your own fancies. 
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A(urb for Seftaries and bold | 
Propheciers, 


Aint Paul, a Maſter builder in Gods houſe, Every man a 
having ſpoken of brigging men to cver- g9ulh,n 
laſting life by the Miniſtery of men, faith, Miniftery, 
whe is ſufficient for theſe things * 2 Cor.2. 

> 16, The queſtion, implycs, that it is not 
ancaſic matterto be fitted for this ſacred work. : 

.. In many reſpe&s therefore a ſingular care is to be 
taken, what perſons be admitted to ich great acharge: 

and that , x Becauſe they are cither a favour of life to Reef; F, 
life ; or a favour of death to death to their hearcrs, 

Their office muſt needes bee of much circumſpettion - 

and truſt, ſecing the iſſues of it are of ſo great con- 
CErmmente- ... -:.. # 

2 Ther'tles giventhem ſhew, as the exccllencie, ſo Reaf,, 2 

the weightineſle of their office , for they are called | 
Husbandmen in Gods ficl:!, Planters, and Waterers in 

his Garden: Wont of skill in managing this charge 

may produce thornes, thiſtles, weeds. They are Gods 

Shepherds, and havetheir flocks, as ſheep apt to ftrey, 

it they heedfully prevent it not g They are Stewards - 

of the heavenly myſteries, Teachers in Gods ſteed, 

co-workers with God, Watchme@, Overſcers ofothers, 

Embaſladors, They are'the Lights of the World; and 

God, when he gave Lights T the World, rook a —_ 
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of them, to ſee that they were good : and ſeeing Dea- 
cons muſt firſt bee tryed, and then Miniſter, if they bee 
found faithfull; much-more muſt Workmen of higher 
place not have hands laid ſuddenly upon them,nor run 
before they be ſent; nor take a calling upon them, un- 
leſſea Tirm or Timorhy, put in place to that end, ordain 
them, and appoint them tothe work. 

3 The treaſures which God intruſts them to com- 
municate to others are compriſed in the ſacred Scrip- 
tures,and are of ſo great depth, and ſo large:extent,and 
have points ſo many and ſo conſiderable that we muſt 
reſume that of St. Paul, who is ſufficieat for ' theſe 
things 2 let us look into the particulars. 


Of «6iltinhe * In the firſt place, the knowledg of God and his 
fr Table re- wOTſhip, and all the circumſtances thereof , cannot 


quikire in the 
Clcrgiec, 


In the feccnd 
Table 


And in caſes 


of conicience. 


In Politick3s 


ſoundly and truly be taught but by thoſe whom Gods 
ſpirit enables thereunto , and pious education hath fir- 

red forthe worke. | 
2 The performances of man to man,of Kings,of ſub- 
ordinate Rulers, ſpirituall and remporall,in all degrees; 
the ſubjeion required of al inferiours; all duties com- 
manded concerning preſervation of our perſons, mo- 
deſt and chaſt behaviour, true dealings in poſſeſsions 8& 
outward goods, truth in our ordinary ſpeech, and wit- 
neſsing in caſes of difference, the not defiring and co- 
vering in heart, whatis not ours. Theſe all with their 
circumſtances have ſo many caſes of conſcience be- 
longing unto them, & to be diſcuſſed concerning them, 
that large volumes ſcarce ſerve ſo to unfold them bur 

that other caſes will ſtill be emergent. 

Sothat, 1 policie and government of States and 
Kngdomes. 2 Chriſtian cariage , converſation in 
| Heaven 


—— 


(3) 
Heaven, and civill deportment of all private perſons, in 


all callings and places, of all trades and profeſsions for x,4;a.. 


all things generally concerning them, and for many 
particulars, are not ſo left ro naturall reaſon, and hu- 
mane diſcretion, but that they may borrow their beſt 


rules from Scriptures. So that the government of a Occonomidts. 


people, and whole Countrey, private mens own Reli- 
gious behaviour,and pious ordering their families may 
be learned from the holy Scripturcs lawes, and the 
practice of Moſes, David, and ſundry other Saints of 
God, who for their circumſpe@ walking both in pri- 
vate and publique life be greatly renowned. 3 Seeing 
inthe old Teſtament we have Gods laws amply de- 
ſcribed in Moſes, and further opencd and cnlarged in 


the Prophets,and the New Teſtament afterwards, the groundedon 
=_ and ground of many of thoſe laws of God are G945 Law 
O 


uſe for tryall ofall kind of Lawes,whether naturall, 
civill, Canon, or common Law}, which in ſeverall 


Nations have thcir uſe. None of all theſe may bee + 


repugnant to Gods Law , but ſubordinate thereunto 
with reference to the condition of ſeverall Nations. 
3 The Old Teſtament comprehends in bricfe the 


Hiftory of the World for almoft 4000. yceres ; it de- $611 in itto- 
clarcs the creation, and mans defeQion, the VVorlds —_— 
drowning & reparation; how Gods Truth was proga- * ©'*'#*: 


ted & the Church enlarged ; what was the praQtice, & 
faith of Gods redeemed people; how many oppoſiti- 
ons 2nd malitious perſccutions befell them by the Z. 
domites, Moabites, Ammonites, Philiflines, Egyptians, Aſ- 
ſyrians, Babylonians, Perſians , Greczans, and others, and 
how God plagued theſe Nations for their mifchie- 
youfnefle ani crueltic : The New Teſtament unfolds 

| the 


a 
ry (4) 
: NV , the Hiſtory of Chriſtour Saviours life and death; the 
ps ' | planting of the Chriſtian Church , thedoQrine of the 
AW holy Apoſtles after Chriſts Aſcention. In theſe are 
» many weighty points to be diſcuſſed, ſome vatrictieia 
#44} circumſtances to bereconciled , and the ſweet harma- 
/- 41 ny of both Teſtaments to be explaned? 
FE} Skillin Chro - 4 How frequently is the account of times recorded 
nelcgic. in the old Teſtament, and ſometime in the new £ That 
wee might not confine it tothe old , as a matter then 
onely conſiderable; The holy Ghoſt hath related the 
times of Gods mercics and judgments on the World, 
as a light and luſtre to ſtory , as a preſerver of order, 
& confirmer of certaintie in Nartation,and Man ought 
ſcriouſly to conſider the ſame. For the Husbandman 
is not more obſervant of fit ſeaſons, for his Countrey 
affaires , then God hath beene of due times in his dea- 
lings with men, and managing matrers inthe ficld of 
the World for mans good, 
In Geography. * 5 Who can well underſtand the diſperſion of Noahs 
4 | ſonnes, and their children, and the ſpeeches often run- 
* 1 ning upon them, and the places of their habitation,and 
# | how they came to entermeddle with Gods people * 
Who can rightly diſtinguiſh of the Rivers, Mountains, 
y and Cities mentioned in ſacred Writ, if he be not ac- 
d4 quainted with Geographie ? 
$% | Inthedcepſe- | + In Gods Booke there are many prophecies, -which 
F., | <rts of Pro: declare deep and hidden fecrets by expreſsions excel- 
PX". Jent and much ſurpaſsing the ordinary ſtraine, Many 
4) of -theſcareto be ſcarched into and cleered,as by other 
| plainer Scriptures, fo by the Hiſtories of the World, 
which before Chriſts time were of vaſt comprehenſi- 
On, and of far preater fince, in regard of the Goſpells 
8 .cntcr- 
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cntertainment,orabuſe & rejeion.now in many more 


arts of the world, What knowledge,what ſtudy, and 
meditation 1s together with the aſsiſtance of Gods 
ſpirit required for the opening of theſe prophefies, 
which are- rich and comfortable treaſures left to 
GODS Church ? 

7 Forthe clecring and explaning many Scriptures 
it is requiſite to have good skill in many naturall mart. 
ters ; not onely becauſe the wiſdome and power of the 
Creatour is ſcen to be wonderfull in the Creatures, 
but alſo becauſe God often 1n Scripture ſpeaks of the 
Eagle, Ravens, Stork; of Cedars, Vines, Algummims; 
of Dromedaries, Badgers, and Lions of divers kinds, 
of the Leviathan and the Tannin orDracon of the Sea, 
and of many other matters in nature which are often 
made uſe of for mans information:and therefore tis cx- 
pedicnt that theſe matters ſhould be made known, 

$ Sccing the old Teſtament is written for the moſt 
part in the Hebrew tongue , and fome few paſſages in 
the Chaldee, it muſt neceffarily be that there are ſome 
difficulties in our Tranflations, which cannot be per- 
fetly looked into withonr the — of theſe 
tongues. There are alfo ſome objetions of men erro- 
neous on both hands,which cannot poſlibly be ſolved 
without very good skill in theſe tongues. Rare French 
and German words cannot be well knowne, bur of the 
Skilfull French and Germaw , nor rare Hebrew words but 
of the learned Jens, And ſecing the Hebrewrongue is 
nowno where urcly ſpoken, nor extant unmixr, but 
in the Bible, 2 hard words in this tongue are to 


be knowne by the tongues moſt neere to the Hebrew,as 
the Syriach and Arabick : foraword feldome ufed in 
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In tae knows 
I dge of na- 
rure, 

| 
In the Hebrew 
and Greek | 
cungues, &c, | 


| In Rhetor ict. 
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Hebrew may be more frequent in them. And for the 
new Teſtament it is written inthe Greek tongue, which 
is very copious andelegant, and hath many words of 
ambiguous uſe and fignification. It hath alſo ſome 
Latme words as Denarion and Taberne, and ſome He- 
brew and Syriack , as Corban, Maranaths, and divers o« 
thers : Whart ſtudy for $skill hcrein is requiſite © Be- 
fides in the New Teſtament be many forms of ſpeech 
borrowed fromthe Old , many Hebraiſmes, many 
ſhort and deep ſpeeches inexplicable without confe- 
rence with ſome ſpeciall clauſes of the Old. And how 
often in many paſlages of both Teſtaments is mention 
made of the cuſtomes, manners,and conditions of ſc- 
verall Nations inthe World, of their Gods and Idola- 
trous worſhip ? 

9 How many lofty and brave ſtrains of Eloquence,in 
Eſay and the Prophets, in Paul & the Revelarzon, would 
ſeeme ſtrange and be unknown 2 how many admirable 
and ſublime carriages of ſpeech and figures far beyond 
the beſt Heathen Oratours would be unobſerved; did 
not the art of Rhethorike begun of old and perfeted 
in theſe latter times,and applyed to ſacred uſe,lend her 
helping hand ? 

10 How often ſhould wee erre in the context of 
Scripture, what improbable deduQions would thence 
be ſtrained , - how many ſound proofes for neceſſary 
Dodtrines and concluſions would be unobſerved, had 
we not together with the ſpirit of G O D, which is 
the principall,the uſe of Logickall Rules,as a good ac- 
ceſſory? Gods providence protects his ſeryants, yet do 
they gird on their ſwords inthcir journeys, and the 
Spirit of God doth leade us into all ſacred truth, yet 


(7) 
Art is notto be refuſed to keep us from being ſurpri- 


zed by ſpirituall thieves. Burt ſome objea, The Apo- 0hjef, 


ſles, and ſo we, by the Spirit of God can doe more 
good then any by his Art. . Anſner. Speak to the Jew, 
Indians, Spantards, and others among us, as the Apo- 
ſtles did to ſeverall Nations , though not educated to 
theirtongues, and we will much the rather credit your 
ability ro teach us the truth (which you pretend Ar- 
tiſts miſſe of) in our own tongue. 

Beſides, the queſtion is not whether you by the ſpi- 
rit (which you preſume to have) can by it alone doe 
more, then others by art alone, but whether morethen 
others , who have the ſpirits aſſiſtance as well as you; 
and alſo education at ſome Gamaliels feet , as Paw! had, 
Gods Spiritknew , howto make uſe of Art , when 
Moſes brought up in the Egyprien learn ng was called 
to the Government of Iſrael, when Abeliah and Beze- 
teel were choſen for the work of the Tabernacle,when 
Jubals invention was taken inte the furniſhing of Da- 
vids Quire, Did yce know Arr, ar the right uſe of Art, 
yee would not diſ-eſteem it. 


11 How many paſſages in the ancient Fathers of the j, te mom 
Chriſtian Church acquaint us with Gods goodnefſe to Fathers, 


his ſervants, ſhew the Hereſies reigning in their dayes, 
and their Arguments againſt the ſame * How often 
doe they open difficulties in Scripture , in which we, 
had they nor gone before us, might have erred 4 Doe 
not they declare how far they were from Papiſtical] 
ſuperſtitions and errours on the one hand , and from 
fanatic-l fancies and groundlefle opinions on the other 


hand 2 ObjeF, They had thcir infirmities and did in g3;ep, 
fome things erre. Anſwer. If yee have rob'd the eAv/w, 
B 


Pope 


| (8) 
Pope of his Chaire, and have an unerring certainty, 
throw the firſt ſtone at them, Remember Michatabs 
accuſers , and the horns which ſmote him. Goe not 
about to take the moat out of theireye, if yee have a 
beam in your own, Give the ancient Fathers their aue, 
and know that there is good uſe of them. 
- In controver=- 1x2 How large is the field of Polemicall Divinitie 
ko 115 and Controverfic> How neceſlary isit to havethe Ar. 
guments of Papiſts, Atheiſts, Turks, and ſev r2 | Se- 
Qaries well anſwered 2 Why ſhould miſpriftons in 
Hiſtorie, Propheſies, tongues, caſes of conſcience and 
the like, goe unconfuted to the great prejudice of Chri- 
ſtiantruth £ Why ſhould notthe abuſe of Logickand 
other Arts becalled to account by ſuch as have the 
truc uſe thereof 2 Let then Polemicall skilland School 
Divinitie rightly managed have its due place and 
eſtceme. | 

Of this large extent are matters to be ſtudied by the 
Clergie, things Spirituall, Temporall, Eternall,treated 
on in Scripture,are within their raske, In regard where= 
of I propound theſe queſtions to any indifferent 
Reader. 

1 Whether perſons, educated in Manuary Trades, 
and ſpending their time therein, can polsibly attaine to 
ſo different kinds of knowledge. and bee able to con- 
firme truth and anſwer doubts : which profeſſ:d Stu- 
dents (ſuppoſe bur of equall parts) cannor attain with- 
out long continued education, direction, prattice * 

2 Secing our Land by Gods bleſsing 1s better pro- 
vided for with a learned, Religious, painfull Clergie, 
old an1 young, then ever heretofore, then any land in 
the Vorld : arethey well adviſed, who will be _ 

y 
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by ſuch as leap from the Shop-board to the Pulpir, 
rather then by them, whom education fits, and God 
and authority cals to the work ? 
Wherher Colleges and Schools now, as of old 
the Schools of the Prophets, be not of ſingular uſe to 
fit ſcverall perſons for the manifold knowledge requi- 


red in the Clergic 2 

4 Sccing one man cannot excel inal! theſe kindes 
of knowledge, Firſt, becauſe mans life is ſhort and 
Art long, Secondly , God hath made men of diffe- 
rent capacities and abilities , wherher ſome of the 
Clergy are not tobe directed to one ſtudy , ſome to 
another , ſome fitted for higher , ſome for lower ems 
ployments and places 2 As in the Apoſtles times, all 
were diſpoſed of according to their different gifts, 1 Co- 
rmth.12. 

5 Whether a gencrall knowledge in all theſe kinds 
be not of good ule in every Clergie man, tht upon 
occaſion of doubt or difficultie he may know to what 
book or man, having cxaQ skill in that kind of know- 
ledge, he may have recourſe for reſolution ? 

6 Whether, becauſe tis not fit any man ſhould war 
upon his own coſt, proviſion of meanes hath not beene 
well made, and may well be augmented (as times dif- 
fer) for encouragement and maintenance of Students, 
and learned men in thoſe ſeverall kindes, 

7 Seeing teachers of ordinary congregations are to 
apply themſelves to their hearers capaciry,and to have 
as milke for babes, ſo ſtrong meate for more able 
Chriſtians : whether good benifices have not beene 
well by our forefathers alotted them, and whether it 
be not pittie they ſhould be diverted or impaired, And 


the Clergie put to ſuit for them > 8 Whe- 


—_— = 
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$ Whether ſceing'exaRtskill in ſacred Hiſtories and 
matters ofthe Church, in ſeverall tongues, incontro- 
verſies, and the like, being ſomewhat removed from 
popular capacities and men of mcaner parts, and. yet 
moſt neceſſary to be by ſcrious ſtudy attained, ſuch as 
excell therein may not be well provided for, by ſome 
ofthe Dignitics, Prebends, and other the like prefer- 
ments in our Chutch ? 

9 Whether ſome men of ſingular naturall parts,and 
having got by education and praQice a great meaſure. 


 ofknowledge aboye mentioned, and being men very. 
. religious, conſcionable, and grave, arc not fitted by 


God for giving counſel] and advice in the greateſt 
matters among Gods people , as Eliazey did to Toſua, 
Nathanto David, Jobojada to 1oas, Jrhoſuato: Zorebabel: 

10 Whether ſome Clergic men cmincnt for 5kil 8& 
government by gods bleſsing on their education, 
learning, and pradtice, as the Apoſtles were by Gods: 
extraordinary guift, may-not be thought fir to govern, 
direc, and inform others ſubordin2te to them, and to 
order both Clerzic men and their meanes for. the 
good of the Church,as did the Apoſtles,and their ſuc- 
ccſſors after them. 

- T have done, and leaveall to the wiſely conſiderate, 
More might have beene ſaid of the bounds of the 
Clereies skill, more queſtions annexed: But this lit.le 
may informe ſuch as will ſe; ſuch as put out their 
own cies what ſalve can cure * God help them ; his 
good Spirit guide us all. 
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